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epidemic. If vaccination, could only be ordained theologically,
it would have an immense success in India ; but the- English
insist on explaining it otherwise, and thereby set theology
against it, raising grave suspicion of witchcraft, or at any rate
of contraband and unauthorized practices. All elementary
methods of natural science which are practised, independenly
of the religious authority are thus stigmatized; and as the gods
gradually acquire some tincture of morality, any very discredit-
able and mysterious misfortunes to pious and innocent people
are traced to* the same source* Men attribute their failures
and mishaps to the gods ; the gods pass on to the sorcerer the
blame of those accidents which it is not quite convenient to
explain ; the system is not favourable to a development of self-
reliance, but the people are not by any means so blindly super-
stitious as they pretend to be, and both, gods and sorcerers
yield like prudent ministers to an advance of public opinion.

In fact the more one watclies the actual working and dispo-
sition of primitive religion, the more one is impressed by its
elasticity and accommodating changeableness. So long as the
single principle of the supreme authority of the gods is left
undisputed, it may be invoked for the sanction or support of
any practice or belief upon which men are tolerably agreed;
and it may be used like steam as a prime mover of any ma-
chinery constructed by ingenious mortals. The extraordinary
variety and multiformity of polytheism largely represents the
endeavours of the vagrant imagination of the people, much
aided by priests and other astute leaders of society, to bring
their religious ideas into working correspondence with their
earthly needs* Discoveries of social utility are brought out as
revelations from on high ; and necessary changes in the way
of life, for good or forbad^ are shown to be distiixctly ordained ;
while as all the. credit is given to theology, it is easy to see
what enormous influence that science continues, so long as its
position is unchallenged, to accumulate. Comte has noticed
with his usual insight into the minds of primitive people the
manner in which a religious belief adapts itself to genuine
social and.political needs; and personal observation proves
that this goes on rapidly and incessantly in the loose incoherent